WASHINGION

Approved For Release 2004/4£i. 1304~ RDP88’U’@‘§50R00030(%6§0@§%¢¢~‘§'
21 0CT 1358
. REK Suys ‘The Joint Chnefs Were Wchmg for War Over Cuba
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This Was The Momen

The gravest moments . of the
Cuban missile crisis came- when !
a confrontation nearly occurred |

R

" EMOTIONAL EXCHANGE ™

The memoirs also reveal some
new glimpses into the un-

betwcen a Soviet submarine and . published correspondence b e-
i@ US. aircraft carrier, accord- 'tween President Kennedy and

"ing to newly published memoirs
" of the late Sen. Robert F. Kea-

"then” Soviet Premier Nikita 8.
Khrushchev. In one letter, Pres-

¢ That We

Sca. Kennody wrote that Gert ~down over Cuba, “at first there
" Curtis LeMay, then Air Force! was almost unanimous agree- )
Chict of Staff and now George ' ment that we had to attack ear- -
Wallace's vice presidential can-;

iPresxdent that military attaok Sam
was “essential.” “Sites."

-ident Kennedy told the Soviet
leader: *I have not assumed. thet
‘you or any other sane man
would, in this nuclear age, de-
liberately plunge the world into
war which it is cryslal clear 00 |

,nedy.

i The memoirs, published from
i the . Kennedy estate for more
ithan $1 million and published
‘ yesterday in McCall's Magazine,
i added new details to the histori

" Robert Kennedy wrote,

When the President asked the !
likely response of the Russians, |
Gen,
LoMay insisted there would be

" none. The Presidont was skepti-

b cal and told Gen. LeMay the '

" cal record of the showdown be-
tween the United States and
: Russia in October, 1962. -

couniry could win . ,' Russians could not “do ,mthmg" |
In an emotional letter fo the | about a US. attack on .Cuba =

I that they would reply ither m
“President Oct. 26, parts of which | Cuba or Berfin.

" Robert Kennedy said the fu‘st

days of strategy. meetings were.

dominated by oomsideration of -
‘the *‘morw question’ of wheth- ;
-er, despite what had thappened, 3
-the United States could attack ag
small nation like €uba and- still}
maintain & moral position at ;
- home” and in the eyes of the
world.

At the height of the crisis on

‘Wednesday, Oct 24, Sen. Kenne- 1y, Khrushchev said: “If people.

do not show wisdom, then in the

have appeared in print previous. ,l

Son. Kennedy said his brot}m'l His final conclusion was that
| was distressed that, with the ex- | war was averted by making it

,dy reported, two Soviet cargo
{ships approached the U.S. Navy
''quarantine”  barrier set up
|across the Atlantic approaches
ito Cuba. A Russian sub way
I sailing submerged between the
i two ships.

. SIGNAL

! The US. Aireraft Carrier Es-

‘i\sex was to signal the submarine
lby sound equipment to- surface
.and identify itself, Sen. Kennedy
lsald He said that if it refused,
‘the Essex was to drop depth
’cha.rges with “a small explo-|
,sive” to force compliance,

Robert Kennedy described the'
"appearance and thoughts of his:
_brother President John F. Ken-!
nedy, at this moment;

 ""Was the world on the bnmk
of a holecaust? Was it our er-
‘ror? A mistake? Was there,
_something further that should
have been done? Or not done?
His hand went up to his face,
~and covered "his mouth, Hel
. opened and closed his fist, ms‘
"face scemed drawn, his eyes
pained, almost gray. " '

Robert Kennedy ~quoted the
iPresident as saying: “Isn't
there some way we can avoid
: having our first exchange with a.
Russian submaring — almost'
. anything but that?"*

Minutes later, a message!
came that some of the Soviet:
" ships headed toward Cuba had,
stopped. President Kennedy or-f
dered the Essex to do- nothing’
"but give the Russian vessels an’
“opportunity fo tum back: One.
+ stage of the crisis was over.,”

g

final analysis they wﬂl come to
a clash, like blind moles, and ¥

then recxprocal extennmahon

will begin.”
Robert Kennedy also reporx'ted

. that at one point in the crists ~
" President Keanedy ordered U.S. rphaslzed the need for “civilian, ;
! direction and. control” and for! i

“missiles with atomic warheads'
in Turkey defused, sp.that if the
Russians attacked Turkey in re-
sponse to the Cuban crisis, the
President personally would have -
tn give permission before they !
could be used.

nant moment when the two
brothers, both later assassinat-:
ed, were alone after the crisis :
had ended.

The President, recalling Abra--
ham Lincoln’s death after the
Civil War, wryly commented:
“This is the night I should go to
the theater.”

“If you do, I want to go with
you,” Robert Kennedy replied.

MILITARY ANXIOUS

Robert Kennedy's account de-
“tails how close the Cuban crisis
came to actual war in several
ways — how mxhtary advisers
pressed for an’ attack agamst
Cuba; how advance prepara-!
tions for such an attack were:
- made; and how, as the chmax
approached, the chances for
miscalculation by both countrnes
grew.

From the beginning, he saud
the Joint Chwfs of Staff were'
unanimous in advocating
xmmedwte mi.hﬁary achmn.

[ ception of Gen. Maxwell D, Tay- »

“lor, his mlhtary advxseps
“seemed to give so little cons1~
deration to the implications of |
the steps they suggested.” ‘
He said the experience eme

raising “probing questions”. to |
military recommendations. l !

Then Defense Secrotary Rob-i, '
i ert 8, McNamara was an early’ !
 advocate of the “blockade” tac-',l

:-hc finally used Sen. Kenncdy ;
The article also told of a poig- ; .

reported

ADVANCE STA’I‘ISTICS

He described how other pre:’
' parations were far advanced_for
- anattack against Cuba should,
.the Dblockade - fail © M.
- Mewnamara, for example, al-:
ready had figured that 250000
fmen would be required for “an:

- invasion, _including 90,000 Ma-

rines and airborne foroes and

;2000 air .sorfies against . Cuban'
targets.

As the crisis unfolded, Robert

Kennedy reported, his brother

“was not sanguine about the re-
sults .. . Each hour the situa-’
tion grew steadily more serious.
The feeling grew that this curp
was no going to pass and that a!
direct miptary confrontation be-'
tween the- two great nuolear
powers was inevitable,”

He recalled that when a U3,
r,ecommssance plane was -shat’

. _Un

| inch beyond

-firmly .clear to Russia that the
Umf/ed States would not tolerate:
lan offensive missile base in
Cuba, while at the same time
rerfusmg to push Russia to the
L extent that her own vital securi-
ty was affoted,

He quoled his bmther. as say-.
mg “If anybody is around to
‘write after this, thcy are gomg
.to understand 't'hat we made ev-
ery effort to.find peace and ev-
ery effort o give our adversar-
jes room to move. I am not
going o' push the Russiaf an'
what is neoessary "
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gec . h.eha Thivhecn Days .

S

-ly the next moming with bomb- -~

i didate, argued strongly with thﬁx ers. and fighters and destroy the *
(surface tmair missile) " ot
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